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People all over the world and in all eras of 
history have engaged in mathematical 
activities to solve the problems that they 
encountered in their lives. 
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The new term ethnomathematics expresses the relationship 
between mathematics and culture (D'Ambrosio, 2001), and a 

growing body of literature gives guidance to teachers on 
introducing cultural perspectives into the math curriculum.

https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/expl
oring-world-cultures-in-math-class



BABYLON             GREECE            CHINA

Babylonians used a base-60 
number system. 60 seconds 
in a minute, 60 minutes in an 
hour, 360 degrees in a circle. 

Pythagoras  used logic to 
develop the proof of 
existence of irrational 
numbers. Euclid and Plato 
made contributions to 
Greek mathematics.

Higher order algebraic 
expressions, the square 
root, pi, Calvaleiri’s 
principle and the very 
first study of decimals. 



Not surprisingly, math is found nearly 
everywhere one looks.



Ethnomathematics refers to the way 
that members of various cultural 
groups mathematize their own reality 
because it examines how both 
mathematical ideas and practices 
are processed and used in daily 
activities. 
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He developed rules for deductive 
reasoning, developed a system for using 
leers as mathematical variables, and 
discovered how to plot points on a 
Cartesian plane.

René Déscartes : French 
Mathematician

(1596 - 1650)

The Cartesian plane is a plane 
with a rectangular coordinate 
system that associates each 
point in the plane with a pair of 
numbers.

Used to locate a point in space.



The Cartesian coordinate plane is a plane that we use to 
plot points in Algebra in reference to the xy axis. This is 
a current topic used every day in mathematics classes 
and in real-world situations. For example, we use this to 
graph a line.

Reference: 
https://www.cuemath.com/learn/rene-descartes/

Other applications of this French discovery in 
real world situations:

The location of a city, country, or a ship at sea is 
given by a set of coordinates

Ordered pairs are used when computer graphic 
artists create figures and computer animations 
by referring to coordinates.
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